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THIS  NEWSLETTER  Is  arriving  later  than  normal  because  of  the 
change  of  Editors  since  the  July-August  issue  from  Lee  Martin  to 
Russ  Rulau.  All  editorial  submissions  now  should  be  sent  to  Russ 
Rulau , Rte.  2,  Box  11,  Iola,  WI  54945.  All  other  business  of  the 
Guild  continues  to  be  addressed  to  Executive  Director  David  T. 
Alexander,  P.0.  Box  7214,  Des  Moines,  IA  50309. 


THE  DIRECTOR'S  DESK  

With  this  issue  of  the  NLG  News- 
letter we  welcome  aboard  a new 
editor,  Russ  Rulau  of  Iola,  Wis.  No 
stranger  to  NLG,  Russ  is  a charter 
member  and  past  member  (two  terms) 
of  the  Board.  We  are  extremely  happy 
that  he  can  take  the  helm,  now  that 
veteran  Lee  Martin  has  had  to  bow  to 
the  medicos'  decree  that  he  lighten 
his  load. 

NLG  has  had  a unique  continuity 
of  editorship  since  the  Guild  was 
founded  in  1968,  because  Lee  served 
as  editor  for  an  amazing  percentage 
of  the  following  years,  sharing  the 
post  somewhat  briefly  with  the  late 
Maurice  M.  Gould,  and  with  James  G. 
Johnson  and  Ed  Reiter. 

The  Board  voted  unanimously  to 
make  Lee  our  first  Honorary  Life 
Member  under  the  new  charter  and 
bylaws  as  partial  recognition  for 
his  many  years  of  unselfish  service 
to  the  Guild  he  helped  to  found.  We 
know  Lee  will  always  remain  a vital 
component  of  the  NLG  story. 


There  are  few  names  better  known 
than  that  of  Russ  Rulau.  His  decades 
of  editorial  experience  at  Coin 
World,  the  lamented  World  Coins  and 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  magazine,  at 
World  Coin  News  and  Bank  Note  Repor- 
ter have  placed  him  in  the  living 
hall  of  fame  in  the  profession  of 
numismatic  writing. 

His  definitive  books  on  American 
tokens  and  their  history  since 
Colonial  times  through  the  19th  cen- 
tury are  enduring  landmarks  only 
natural  to  the  author  whose  'coinage' 
includes  the  word  Exonumia,  coined 
by  Russ  some  24  years  ago  to  cover 
just  such  material  outside  the  field 
of  ordinary  coinage  of  nations. 

Russ  has  promised  several  new 
concepts  for  the  newsletter,  but 
we'll  let  him  tell  all  at  his  own 
pace.  As  we  had  indicated  in  the 
post-ANA  issue,  the  coming  year 
holds  great  promise  for  NLG,  now 
even  greater  promise  than  we  could 
foresee  then. 

On  a homey  note,  P.0.  Box  7214, 
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Des  Moines,  IA  50309  will  remain 
the  Guild  mailing  address  for  the 
future!  The  executive  director  will 
not  be  relocating,  having  taken  to 
heart  the  Biblical  injunction  to 
’’blossom  where  you  are  set.’’ 

Des  Moines  is  now  home  to  Alex- 
ander Numismatic  Services,  Inc.,  and 
will  therefore  remain  the  home  of 
the  Alexanders  as  well.  One  fewer 
move  for  at  least  one  part  of 
America’s  ’mobile  population’  this 
time  around. 

Excellent  publicity  followed  the 
NLG  Bash  this  year,  with  in-depth 
coverage  in  the  numismatic  weeklies 
recording  this  year's  awards  and 
their  recipients.  We  have  received 
queries,  however,  about  one  aspect 
of  this  year's  award  schedule  which 
must  be  noted  here. 

In  addition  to  Book  of  the  Year, 
there  was  added  in  1984  a new  NLG 
award  of  Extraordinary  Merit,  con- 
ceived as  a unique  recognition  for 
a book  that  might  not  fit  into  a 
precise  category,  or  which  might 
possess  such  remarkable  merit  as 
to  deserve  this  new  and  special 
recognition . 

The  new  Extraordinary  Merit  award 
was  not  conceived  in  any  hierarchic 
position  above  or  below  any  existing 
award  such  as  the  Book  of  the  Year, 
although  some  commercial  advertising 
copy  in  the  numismatic  press  has  so 
stated.  This  was  not  the  intent  of 
the  Board  in  creating  the  newer  award 
and  cannot  properly  be  so  viewed  by 
the  Guild. 

On  a positive  note,  NLG  should  be 
gratified  that  its  awards  are  the 
source  of  such  obvious  satisfaction 
to  their  recipients,  and  that  these 
recognitions  are  perceived  by  the 
reading  public  as  reflecting  the 
real  prestige  of  the  Guild.  As  the 
Newsletter  has  noted  in  the  past, 
if  the  perception  of  NLG  by  members 


and  non-members  coincide,  the  future 
as  well  as  the  present  are  secure. 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for 
the  two  newest  applicants  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  NLG  members:  Nelson  Page 
Aspen  of  Westchester,  PA  and 
Michael  J.  Hodder  of  Wolfeboro,  NH. 
Member  Aspen  is  familiar  to  many  as 
the  numismatic  Voice  of  Bermuda 
through  his  writings  on  the  numis- 
matics of  that  romantic  isle,  while 
Michael  Hodder  is  among  the  most 
widely  publicized  figures  in  pro- 
fessional numismatics  today  through 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 

Welcome ! 

Any  NLG  member  with  a membership 
prospect  is  warmly  encouraged  to 
request  an  application.  New  members 
are  the  key  to  the  ongoing  success 
of  the  Guild  and  the  writing  pro- 
fession . 

More  members  on  the  move  include 
Tom  DeLorey,  long  one  of  the  ANACS 
staff  in  Colorado  Springs,  now 
returned  to  the  flatlands  as  an 
associate  of  Numisco,  Walter 
Perschke’s  Chicagoland  firm.  ANACS’ 
loss  is  Chicago’s  gain. 

NLG  wants  to  hear  from  all 
members  whose  career  changes  are  in 
the  news.  Our  editor,  Russ  Rulau, 
may  be  contacted  at  Route  2,  Box  11, 
lola,  WI  54945.  Don’t  be  bashful! 

You  may  be  news  for  NLG! 


DAVID  THOMASON  ALEXANDER 
Executive  Director  N.L.G. 

THE  CHARLTON  PRESS,  299  Queen  St., 
West,  Toronto,  Canada  M5V  1Z9  

The  36th  edition  of  the  Charlton 
Standard  Catalog  of  Canadian  Coins 
is  available.  More  data  and  clear 
photos  enliven  the  book,  plus  pri- 
cing from  G-4  to  MS-60  is  included. 
The  new  edition  is  still  only  $3-50. 
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ROtJND  AND  ABOUT  THE  GUILD 

Doings  of  the  Do-ers 

Ted  Schwarz  and  family  purchased 
a new  (to  them,  not  structurally  new) 
home  in  Flagstaff,  Arizona  after 
their  previous  realtor  decided  not  to 
make  any  of  the  repairs  on  a leased 
home  which  he’d  promised.  But  Ted  - 
one  of  the  steadiest  supporters  of 
the  NLG  Newsletter  - can  still  be 
reached  at  P.0.  Box  22394,  Flagstaff, 
AZ  86002. 

Mrs.  Martin  writes  that  immediate 
past  editor  Lee  Martin  is  on  the  road 
to  recovery  from  his  heart  attack  in 
September.  Every  NLG  member  sends 
best  wishes  for  continued  recovery 
and  years  to  enjoy  a well-earned 
retirement . 

Margo  Russell  closes  out  25  years 
of  service  to  Coin  World  and  to  the 
numismatic  hobby  when  she  retires  in 
February,  1985.  In  preparation  for 
this  event,  Amos  Press  Inc.  recently 
promoted  Beth  Deisher  'to  the  post  of 
Executive  Editor,  a title  once  held 
by  Margo  before  she  assumed  the  full 
editorship.  Lots  more  on  Margo’s 
retirement  in  a forthcoming  edition 
of  the  NLG  Newsletter. 

The  semi-retirement  of  Russ  Rulau 
from  Krause  Publications  on  August 
31  caused  a swirl  of  appointments 
and  staff  realignments  at  KP.  Here's 
a rundown  on  the  new  batting  order 
at  Chet  Krause’s  dugout : 

David  C.  Harper  is  promoted  to 
Editor  of  Numismatic  News  and  is  to 
be  aided  by  Courtney  L.  Coffing,  Nu- 
mismatic Editor,  and  Tom  Phillips, 
Editorial  Assistant. 

Courtney  L.  Coffing  is  named  as 
Editor  of  Bank  Note  Reporter. 

World  Coin  News  gets  a new  lineup 
also  - Colin  Bruce  II  as  Editor, 

Arlyn  Sieber  as  Managing  Editor  and 
Kit  Kiefer  as  Editorial  Assistant. 


With  designated  hitter  Coffing  in  as 
Numismatic  Editor. 

Bob  Lemke  takes  over  as  Editor  of 
both  Coins  and  Coin  Prices,  with  Mary 
Ellie  pinchhitting  as  Assistant 
Editor . 

And  Russ  Rulau?  Now  carried  as 
Consultant,  along  with  veteran  hitter 
Alan  Herbert. 


(A  few  of  the  journalists  named 
above  are  not  Guild  members.  Somebody 
get  busy  signing  them  up!) 

Relocating  from  Durban,  South 
Africa  to  Dallas,'  Texas  is  a giant 
step  for  NLG  member  John  G.  Keogh, 
yet  that  is  what  he  accomplished  in 
August  after  the  ANA  convention.  His 
new  address:  P.0.  Box  12688,  Dallas, 
TX  75225.  He  also  recently  agreed  to 
become  a new  advertiser  in  the  NLG! 

The  ’Coin  Market  Insiders  Report* 
by  David  L.  Ganz  in  CoinAge  magazine 
for  October  is  very  spritely  - short 
punchy  news  tidbits  of  interest  to 
most  readers,  outsiders  as  well  as 
insiders . 

Member  Judith  Frank  Kaller  spent 
most  of  August  in  France,  England 
and  Wales  - not  all  vacation.  She 
visited  the  British  Royal  Mint  in 
Llantrisant,  Wales  to  see  first 
hand  the  production  of  such  coins 
as  the  new  1984  5-pound  gold  piece 
with  the  ’U’  mark  for  Uncirculated. 

Calvin  Wilson,  well  known  in  book 
circles  in  numismatics,  told  David 
Alexander  that  more  dealers  should 
avail  themselves  of  advertising  pri- 
vileges in  the  NLG  Newsletter.  Amen! 

Is  your  name  missing  from  this 
column?  Maybe  it’s  because  ye  olde 
editor  is  missing  the  boat,  but  then 
again  maybe  it’s  because  you  haven’t 
communicated  your  latest  adventure 
or  accomplishment  to  him! 

a##***#***#*#*########### 
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COIN  & CURRENCY  INSTITUTE,  102 
Linwood  Plaza,  Ft.  Lee,  NJ  07024  ... 

A new  revised  13th  edition  of  R. 

S.  Yeoman’s  'Brown  Book’  of  foreign 
coins,  A Catalog  of  Modern  World 
Coins,  was  released  in  soft  covers 
at  $9.95  retail  at  coin  and  hobby 
shops,  or  $11.45  postpaid  from  the 
publisher.  The  512-page  opus  covers 
world  coinage  1850-1964.  The  12th 
edition  appeared  in  1978. 

The  book  is  a guide 
to  type  coins,  not 
a complete  date  and 
mintmark  listing. 
The  'publishers  say 
this  is  how  world 
coins  are  collected 
by  the  public. 

a######################## 

KRAUSE  PUBLICATIONS,  700  E.  State 
St. , Iola,  WI  54990  

The  1985  edition  of  the  telephone 
book  of  world  coinage,  the  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins,  has  been 
released.  The  2,048-page  work  covers 
all  coins  1750-1984  within  its  card 
covers  (some  starting  1720  such  as 
Great  Britain).  It  adds  64  pages  and 
2,300  new  listings  over  the  1984 
edition.  Retail:  $35  at  most  coin  or 
book  stores  or  $37  postpaid  from 
the  publisher. 

a######################## 

HELP  US  FIND  THESE 
MEMBERS,  PLEASE! 

The  Newsletter  has  been  returned 
by  the  post  office  on  these  NLG 
members.  Can  anyone  supply  their 
correct  current  address? 

* Colin  Narbeth,  Great  Stukeley, 
England . 

* Helen  B.  Rhodes,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

* Robert  D.  Leonard,  Westfield, 
New  Jersey. 


COPYRIGHT  PROTECTION  IS  NOT 
AVAILABLE  FOR  NAMES,  TITLES, 
CATCHWOORDS  OR  SHORT  PHRASES 

Circular  R34  of  the  Copyright 
Office  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
(May  1979)  spells  it  out  for  us: 

Names,  titles  and  short  phrases 
or  expressions  are  not  .copyrightable. 
The  Copyright  Office  cannot  register 
claims  to  exclusive  rights  In  brief 
combinations  of  words,  such  as: 

* Names  of  products  or  services. 

* Names  of  businesses,  organiza- 
tions or  groups. 

* Names  or  pseudonyms  of  indivi- 
duals (including  a'  pen  name  or  stage 
name ) 

* Titles  of  works. 

* Catchwords,  catch  phrases, 
mottoes,  slogans,  or  short  adverti- 
sing expressions. 

This  is  true  even  if  the  name, 
title  or  short  phrase  is  novel,  dis- 
tinctive, or  lends  Itself  to  a play 
on  words. 

(ED.  NOTE:  Where's  the  beef?) 

The  office  goes  on  to  explain  that 
the  presence  of  a book  title  or  other 
title  in  the  Copyright  Office's  regi- 
stration records  does  not  mean  the 
title  itself  is  copyrighted. 

Some  brand  names,  trade  names, 
slogans  and  phrases  may  be  entitled 
to  protection  under  laws  relating  to 
unfair  competition  or  to  registration 
under  the  provisions  of  the  trademark 
laws.  Questions  about  trademark  laws 

may  be  addressed  to:  Commissioner  of 
Patents  and  Trademarks,  Washington, 

DC  20231. 

Questions  about  copyrightability 
may  be  addressed  to:  U.S.  Copyright 
Office,  Library  of  Congress,  Wash- 
ington, DC  20559. 

a######################## 
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WRITERS  AND  THE  FREEDOM 
OF  INFORMATION  ACT 

by  Ted  Schwarz,  NLG 

The  need  for  research  when  writing 
about  numismatics  is  endless.  Most 
of  the  members  of  the  NLG  are  fam- 
iliar with  standard  research  tech- 
niques such  as  the  use  of  the  ANA 
library,  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  facilities,  and  the  like. 
However,  there  are  a much  greater 
range  of  facilities  and  techniques 
available  which  are  worth  reviewing. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  area 
of  interest  is  the  Freedom  of  Infor- 
mation Act  which  is  designed  to  coun- 
ter the  problems  of  government 
agencies  refusing  to  allow  the  public 
access  to  what  should  be  public  docu- 
ments. Many  times  there  is  material 
in  the  files  of  the  U.S.  Mint, 
agencies  related  to  Congress  and 
numerous  others  which  has  been  hid- 
den so  as  to  deny  access  to  research- 
ers. Some  of  it  has  been  classed  as 
’Secret’  when  it  is  not.  Other  times 
it  is  simply  a lazy  bureaucrat's  way 
of  avoiding  extra  work  by  having  to 
be  responsible  for  obtaining  the  in- 
formation that  exists.  In  still  other 
instances,  there  is  no  problem  of 
concern  but  the  typical  researcher 
may  not  know  what  to  request,  a fact 
which  can  prevent  the  obtaining  of 
all  information  which  could  be  of 
value . 

Whatever  the  case,  FOIA  is  a re- 
searcher's dream  come  true. 

Theoretically  there  are  all  manner 
of  ways  to  obtain  information  through 
the  FOIA.  I have  seen  special  forms 
prepared  and  even  know  a number  of 
lawyers  who.  charge  in  order  to  pre- 
pare a proper  letter.  The  reality, 
from  my  experience,  is  that  none  of 
this  is  necessary.  If  you  know  ,the 
agency  which  has  or  might  have  such 
documents,  you  can  make  the  request 


yourself  in  a simple  letter  or 
statement . 

For  example , suppose  you  want  to 
know  everything  in  the  files  of  the 
Mint  concerning  the  development  of 
the  Franklin  half  dollar.  You  contact 
the  Mint  and  are  told  that  these 

files  are  not  available  to  the  pub- 
lic. (This  is  a created  example  and 
not  one  I have  tested.  I have  no 
idea  what  would  happen  with  the  Mint 
and  I frequently  receive  excellent 
cooperation  from  their  Public  Rela- 
tions people.) 

Your  next  step  is  to  write  to  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  requesting  all 
documents  related  to  the  creation  of 
the  Franklin  half  dollar.  You  would 
say  something  to  the  effect  of: 

’’I  am  writing  to  you  in  order  to 
obtain  all  documents  on  file  at  the 
U.S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia  related  to 
the  development  of  the  Franklin  half 
dollar.  This  request  is  being  made 
under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act. 
As  required  by  law,  I will  expect  a 
reply  within  10  days  of  your  receipt. 

’ ’Thank  you  for  your  time  and 
trouble . 

’’Sincerely,  etc.’’ 

The  response  you  receive  will  de- 
pend upon  the  government  agency  and 
how  they  handle  matters.  Sometimes 
you  will  simply  be  told  they  are 
going  to  send  the  documents.  You  may 
be  told  the  documents  are  available 
but  there  will  be  a fee  for  repro- 
duction which  could  exceed  $25.  Under 
such  circumstances,  you  will  be  asked 
to  authorize  all  duplication  since  no 
documents  can  be  sent  free,  without 
special  relief  from  payment,  if  the 
total  cost  for  duplication  exceeds 
$25. 

You  may  also  be  told  that  you  may 
not  have  any  of  the  documents.  A rea- 
son may  be  given,  usually  related  to 
secrecy,  national  security,  or  some 
other  statement  which,  in  general,  is 
nonsense . 
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I have  used  FOIA  on  murder  trials 
and,  unless  a confidential  informant 
or  special  investigative  technique 
(translation:  wire  tapping  or  under- 
cover agent)  is  used,  everything  is 
eventually  sent  to  me.  When  such 
problems  do  arise,  just  that  related 
material  is  not  sent. 

If  everything  is  going  to  be  sent, 
and  it  is  just  a matter  of  approving 
cost  for  reproduction,  then  every- 
thing is  fine.  You  approve  the  cost 
with  the  understanding  that  you  will 
be  notified  the  amount  before  final 
decision  is  made. 

If  the  amount  is  too  high  for  what 
you  have  in  mind,  you  still  may 
review  the  information  at  the  head- 

i 

quarters  of  whatever  agency  is  in- 
volved. If  the  cost  is  too  high  and 
you  feel  that  the  documents  are 
within  the  public  interest,  you  may 
request  an  appeal  to  relieve  you  from 
payment  based  on  the  fact  that  the 
information  and  the  article  or  book 
to  be  prepared  is  specifically  in  the 
general  public  interest  and  thus  you 
should  be  relieved  from  payment.  Keep 
in  mind  that  the  ' 'public' ' does  not 
mean  collectors.  It  means  the  general 
interest  of  the  country.  The  one 
possible  case  I can  imagine  at  the 
moment  would  be  a story  related  to 
the  remaining  missing  Lincoln  cents 
from  the  1973  aluminum  fiasco,  and  an 
article  which  might  pinpoint  ongoing 
corruption  among  those  still  in 
office . 

If  you  are  denied  your  FOIA  re- 
quest, you  should  appeal.  You  have 
two  basic  avenues  of  appeal  including 
going  before  a judge.  I have  never 
had  to  use  that  and  do  not  consider 
it  a viable  situation  for  anyone  in 
the  Guild  doing  the  type  of  writing 
most  of  us  do  - even  in  some  non- 
numismatic  areas. 

The  appeal  you  will  use  is  as 
simple  as  the  original  request.  You 


explain  that  you  are  appealing  your 
denial,  giving  the  request  again  in 
the  letter  and  mentioning  all  the 
different  numbers  that  will  have  been 
assigned  to  you  when  you  were  turned 
down.  You  then  explain  why  this  in- 
formation should  be  made  available, 
which  is  a decision  based  upon  your 
specific  topic.  In  the  case  of  the 
Franklin  half  dollar,  the  simplest 
approach  would  be  the  fact  that  so 
much  time  has  elapsed  that  there  can 
be  nothing  in  the  files  that  should 
not  be  available  to  the  public.  You 
would  stress  the  fact  that  the  last 
coin  was  made  more  than  20  years  ago 
and  that  there  is  no  reason  for  the 
holding  of  the  material. 

To  give  you  the  most  extreme  ex- 
ample, I am  working  on  a project 
which  relates  to  a murder  case  in 
which  the  man  who  was  convicted, 
after  three  trials,  I have  been  able 
tentatively  to  prove  is  innocent. 

While  I have  a new  lawyer  on  the  case 
and  I think  I will  eventually  be 
able  to  get  him  out  of  jail,  the  case 
was  closed  officially  and  all  normal 
appeals  had  been  filed  (the  defense 
attorneys  were  incompetent  and  may  be 
charged  with  ineffective  counsel  be- 
cause of  what  I have  found.  However, 
regardless  of  this,  until  the  appeals 
are  made,  everyone  is  considered 
competent.  I have  to  use  a new  appro- 
ach with  a new  lawyer  because  of  all 
this . ) 

My  request  for  documentation  was 
denied.  When  I appealed,  I explained 
that  the  case  was  officially  closed. 

I explained  I was  investigating  be- 
cause there  were  some  questions  as  to 
whether  or  not  there  might  be  new  ev- 
idence which  would  show  the  man  was 
innocent.  However,  regardless  of  what 
I might  find,  the  reality  was  that  the 
case  had  been  tried  to  completion, 
all  normal  appeals  had  been  satisfied 
and  the  material  should  be  public 
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record.  That  statement  resulted  In  my 
being  given  complete  access  to  all 
materials . 

The  one  hitch  In  your  appeal  may 
come  If  you  try  to  get  something 
related  to  a specific  living  person 
who  is  still  actively  involved.  For 
example,  when  you  have  a request  re- 
lated to  the  1973  aluminum  cents,  you 
may  want  to  ask  for  files  related  to 
a specific  member  of  Congress  who  is 
involved,  such  as  Senator  Bob  Taft. 
This  request  might  be  denied  based  on 
the  Privacy  Act.  To  counter  this,  you 
would  write  to  the  Congressional  rep- 
resentative or  senator  involved, 
explaining  that  you  are  writing  about 

this  and  that  you  are  requesting 
information  under  the  Freedom  of  In- 
formation Act/Privacy  Act.  You  send 
a stamped  self-addressed  envelope 
requesting  that  the  senator  or 
Congressman  give  permission  to  have 
the  files  released  as  they  pertain 
to  that  story.  In  some  cases  the 
person  will  agree  to  this.  In  other 
cases  the  person  will  not  agree  to  It 
but  will  agree  to  an  interview.  In 
yet  other  cases,  you  will  be  told  to 
go  to  Hell.  If  the  latter  occurs, 
then  you  have  an  excellent  piece  of 
information  in  itself  to  use  in  your 
story.  I mention  Senator  Taft  as  a 
good  example  because  he  was  one  of 
the  individuals  who  knew  nothing 
about  the  coins  which  were  missing 
and  then  suddenly  ’’ discovered ’ ’ two 
of  the  cents  in  the  back  of  the 
secretary’s  drawer.  Any  response, 
good  or  bad,  obviously  adds  to  the 
impact  of  the  story. 

In  addition  to  the  FOIA  situation, 
there  is  the  intra-library  loan.  This 
is  probably  the  greatest  resource  you 
can  have  if  you  live  in  a small  com- 
munity. So  far  as  I know,  all  public 
libraries  have  this  option  for  their 
borrowers . 

Basically  an  intra-library  loan 


allows  you  to  request  a book  or  books 
which  are  not  in  the  collection  of 
your  library.  A search  is  then  made 
in  whatever  order  is  appropriate  for 
the  area.  Where  I live,  the  search  is 
first  done  through  the  University 
library.  Then  it  is  done  through  the 
state  library  and,  finally,  through 
all  libraries  in  the  United  States 
until  it  is  located.  No  matter  how 
obscure  or  rare  the  book,  if  there 
is  a circulating  copy  in  the  country 
you  can  get  hold  of  it  eventually. 
There  is  no  charge  for  this  under 
most  circumstances.  I have  lived  in 
areas  where  there  was  a 50-cent 
charge  per  book  but  that  seems  to 
have  been  a local ' decision . 


Non- traditional 
sources  can  also  be 
excellent  for  re- 
search. For  example 
when  looking  into 
money  substitutes, 
sources  can  include 
prison  officials, 

advertising  agencies  for  corporations 
and  the  heads  of  corporations  because 
many  of  the  businesses  have  some  form 
of  archives  or  historical  records. 
Usually  there  is  no  clearly  defined 
job  in  taking  care  of  these,  but  the 
president  can  refer  you. 

Local  historical  societies  can  be 
excellent  for  region  research.  Often 
the  organizations  will  also  know  of 
specialized  collections  kept  by  area 
businesses  and  local  ’ ’buffs’’  who 
know  a great  deal  about  a very  narrow 
subject  area  which  may  be  of  help  to 
you.  Sometimes  a query  to  a city  hall 
can  also  lead  to  resources  for  infor- 
mation. For  example,  I am  currently 
researching  some  rather  obscure 
history  for  a pair  of  magazines.  I 
could  not  find  anything  through  nor- 
mal channels  so  I contacted  the  city 
hall.  Within  days  I received  a tele- 
phone call  from  the  wife  of  the 
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ex-mayor  who  informed  me  of  a number 
of  major  resources  within  the  commu- 
nity. These  were  all  private  indivi- 
duals who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
organizations  claiming  expertise.  They 
came  up  with  more  details  and  docu- 
mentation than  the  museums  and 
historical  societies  where,  supposed- 
ly, everything  known  about  the  sub- 
ject was  located. 

Check  associations  and  foundations. 
Your  reference  librarian  should  be 
able  to  obtain  lists  of  such  organi- 
zations. Some  are  family  foundations 
which  are  rather  obscure.  Others  are 
set  up  by  major  businesses.  The  asso- 
ciations themselves  may  relate  to  an 
industry  or  a trade.  Almost  all  of 
these  are  willing  to  help  with 
research  somehow  related  to  the  organ- 
ization or  the  expressed  purpose  of 
the  foundation.  Again,  when  seeking 
relatively  obscure  information  on 
numismatics  and  related  fields  con- 
cerning tokens,  paper  money,  scrip, 
etc.,  they  can  be  of  tremendous  help. 

One  of  the  last  of  the  overlooked 
areas  for  research  is  the  Letters  to 
the  Editor  column,  not  only  in  the 
hobby  press  but  also  in  cities  where 
the  research  has  been  narrowed.  In 
the  last  10  years,  requesting  infor- 
mation through  both  the  hobby  press 
and  through  individual  newspapers 
throughout  the  country  has  resulted 
in  limited  response.  However,  that 
response  has  always  yielded  specific 
information  I have  needed! 

Naturally  you  should  use  a post 
office  box  as  a security  measure. 

There  are  many  ways  to  do 
research  and  some,  such  as  using  the 
Freedom  of  Information  Act,  can  help 
you  obtain  documents  and  information 
which  might  -otherwise  be  lost  in  the 
bureaucratic  archives. 

I was  delighted  to  receive  the 
NLG  Newsletter  Award  this  year. 1 I 
regret  having  been  unable  to  receive 


it  in  person  and  also  am  sorry  that 
Lee  Martin,  who  has  served  us  all  so 
well,  will  no  longer  be  editing  the 
publication.  While  I look  forward  to 
working  with  the  next  editor,  Lee 
has  been  a delight  despite  certain 
puns  from  previous  conventions  which 
will  respectfully  remain  nameless. 
(’'How  to  cut  your  tacks  in  half.’’) 

************************* 

SANFORD  DURST,  29-28  Mist  Ave . , New 
York,  NY  11101  has  reprinted  Guild 
member  MIKE  KLIMAN'S  The  Two  Cent 
Piece  and  its  Varieties.  The  book 
encompasses  dates  and  varieties  of 
entire  series  and  includes  a new 
valuation  guide.  A retail  price  of 
$11,  postpaid,  has  been  set. 

************************* 

EXTRACT  OF  THE  NLG  TREASURER’S 
REPORT,  AS  OF  JUNE  30,  1984 

by  Chuck  O’Donnell 


INCOME 


Balance  10/18/83 
Dues  and  fees 
Interest 
Advertising 

4432.55 

1455.00 
369.95 

1100.00 

7357.50 

EXPENSES 

(Purchase  $3000  CD) 
Newsletter 
Trophies 
Other  expenses 

1303.43 

552.69 

109.68 

ASSETS 

Balance 
Accounts  due 

1962.74 

5397.82 

-3.06 

Net  assets  6/30/84 

5394.76 

Growth  1/83-6/84 

962.21 
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RESIGNATION  ....  EDITOR  WANTED  

Sayeth  Page  7 in  the  August  1984 
NLG  Newsletter 


APPOINTMENT  ....  EDITOR  FOUND 


Readeth  the  October  1984  issue 

5 The  story  now 
unfolds.  NLG 
Executive  Dir. 
Dave  Alexander 
was  visiting 
Iola,  central 
Wisconsin,  in 
late  August  and  stopped  off  at  the 
Rulau  domicile  for  coffee,  a nip 
and  lots  of  conversation  about  the 
state  of  the  hobby,  the  state  of 
the  Numismatic  Fourth  Estate,  and 
some  sharing  of  thoughts  on  weighty 
matters  like  taxes  and  the  paying 
of  same. 

I had  decided  to  retire  from  my 
position  as  editor-in-chief  of  two 
newspapers  _ WORLD  COIN  NEWS  and 
BANK  NOTE  REPORTER  _ and  August  31 
was  to  be  my  last  day  as  a full- 
time numismatic  journalist.  As  an 
independent  contractor  I planned 
to  author  books  for  Krause  Pubs 
and  do  consulting  and  cataloging  as 
opportunities  arose.  I also  agreed 
to  a partnership  venture  in  Texas 
in  the  coin  business  (staying  here 
in  Wisconsin,  though) . 

It  was  at  this  juncture  that  our 
Executive  Director  told  me  of  the 


forced  resignation  for  health  which 
Lee  Martin  had  made,  and  offered  me 
the  chance  to  be  the  Guild’s  next 
editor-ad  manager-cheerleader.  The 
honor  of  continuing  this  18-year 
periodical  seemed  too  much  to  spurn 
yet  I was  about  to  enter  what  for 
we  were  uncharted  waters  - a sole 
Proprietorship  and  unguessed  trials 
and  tribulations. 

I told  Dave  (who  really  is  an 
excellent  salesman)  I’d  think  on  it. 


and  I did,  but  only  for  two  days. 

Then  I phoned  him  to  accept.  It  is 
not  an  honor  I would  have  sought 
yet  it  was  not  one  I could  refuse. 

My  300-odd  fellow  Guildsmen  may  now 
judge  the  results  for  themselves. 

I'll  talk  a bit  more  personally 
this  issue,  but  restrain  those 
impulses  in  future.  Fair  enough? 

The  cost  of  producing  and  mailing 
this  Newsletter  six  times  each  year 
must  be  borne  by  advertising  revenue 
and  by  dues.  Each  member  can  assist 
the  Guild  by  convincing  coin  firms, 
mints,  publishing  houses  and  others 
in  the  numismatic  arena  to  sign  a 
low-cost  ad  contract  with  NLG  for  6 
issues  in  1985  (by  December  15,  1984) 
for  a full  page,  half  or  quarter 
page  insert. 

Such  advertising  is  beneficial  to 
the  advertiser.  It's  an  opportunity 
to  communicate  directly  with  the  most 
influential  people  in  the  hobby  - 
those  who  mold  others'  opinions. 

Provided  the  revenue  is  in  place, 
the  NLG  Newsletter  for  1985  will  be 
sporting  a new  look  - one  all  of  us 
can  enjoy  and  be  proud  of. 

Won’t  you  take  the  time  to  contact 
one  advertiser  for  dear  old  NLG? 

Contact  Russ  Rulau,  Rte.  2,  Box  11 
Iola,  WI  54945  (ph  715-445-3581) 

! @#$%$  ! ADVERTISING  RATES  \$#$%\ 
Rates  for  6 consecutive  issues,  1985: 

Full  page  - just  $495 

(only  $82.50  per  issue) 

Half  page  - only  $275 

(ju'st  $45.83  per  issue) 

Quarter  page  - just  $150 
(only  $25  per  issue) 


When  a habit  begins  to  cost  money, 
it ' s called  a hobby. 

$ $ $ $ $ 
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30  YEARS  OF  REJECTION  SLIPS, 

AND  SHE  HASN'T  GIVEN  UP 
The  Enterprise 
April  20,  1979 

Grace  Llewellyn  Danz  has  been  writing 
the  same  book  for  30  years.  "My  Son,  My 
Son!",  which  the  author  says  has  "the 
flavor  of  'Gone  With  the  Wind,'"  has  been 
turned  down  a dozen  times  and  by  nearly 
every  major  publisher. 

I've  got  nothing  but  rejection  slips, 
says  Llewellyn  (her  pen  name),  83,  who 
stores  them  in  a box  that  held  a ream 
of  typewriter  paper. 

Three  such  boxes  now  hold  two  copies 
of  the  75,000-word,  professionally  typed 
manuscript  Llewellyn  is  about  to  submit 
to  Doubleday  for  the  second  time.  The 
boxes  are  stacked  on  her  desk  next  to 
her  IBM  typewriter  in  her  sunny  study 
overlooking  her  garden.  Llewellyn,  a 
widow  since  1975,  lives  with  a woman 
companion  in  a small  stucco  house 
surrounded  by  tea  roses  and  grapefruit 
trees  on  Canterbury  Road  in  Riverside. 

Rejection  hasn't  stopped  the  slightly 
built  great-grandmother,  who  favors  blue 
outfits  that  emphasize  the  cornflower 
color  of  her  eyes. 

Judging  by  her  quick,  radiant  smile, 
the  bounce  of  her  silver,  Shirley-Temple 
curls,  you'd  think  she'd  just  won  the 
Pulitzer  Prize  for  literature. 

But  Llewellyn,  who  wrote  her  first 
novel  in  high  school,  has  never  sold  any 
of  her  work,  nor  has  she  received  so 
much  as  an  encouraging  word  in  the  last 
three  decades. 

When  she  sent  her  novel  to  Doubleday 
several  years  ago,  the  publishing  firm 
returned  it  with  a standard  form  letter. 

Llewellyn's  reaction  to  rejection  is 
always  the  same. 

"I  just  rewrite  the  book  and  make  it 
better .. .more  perfect.  The  last  time  I 
wrote  a whole  new  ending  chapter." 

"My  Son,  My  Son!"  is  set  in  the  aftermath 
of  the  Civil  War,  around  1895,  the  year 
Llewellyn  was  born.  If  she  were  to 
subtitle  the  book,  she  says,  it  would  be 
"The  Curse  of  Jealousy".  The  story  concerns 
the  sibling  rivalry  between  Norman  and 
Leo  Haswell,  two  brothers  who  live  with 
their  mother  at  Graystone  Mansion,  a grand 
Southern  plantation. 

The  older  brother,  Leo,  is  jealous  of 


Norman  from  the  cradle  up,"  Llewellyn  says. 
Leo  "raised  thunder  and  kept  raising 
thunder"  after  his  younger  brother  came 
along  and  robbed  him  of  the  spotlight. 

"Norman  Haswell,  the  hero,  is  patterned 
after  an  elderly  minister  Llewellyn  admired 
as  a child.  "I  had  to  make  Norman  beauti- 
ful and  young,"  she  says,  describing  her 
protagonist  as  "forthright,  inspiring  and 
strong,  but  plucky  enough'  to  smack  the 
daylights  out  of  people." 

"Violet-eyed  Kitty  Albright  is  the  love 
interest.  Daughter  of  a Ynakee  business  man, 
Kitty  has  "beautiful  skin,  dark  hair  and 
beautiful  features,"  the  author  says. 

Kitty  "is  just  the  right  height  for 
Norman,"  who  is  6-feet-l,  and  "she's 
plucky,  too."  The  lovers,  who  triumph  at 
the  end,  are  kept  apart  initially  by  the 
"Mason-Dixon  line." 

There  are  no  explicit  love  scenes 
between  Kitty  and  Norman.  "They  are  purely 
and  simply  in  love  and  respect  each  other," 
Llewellyn  says.  "There's  not  a hint  of  sex 
between  them." 

Brother  Leo  is  a different  story, 
Llewellyn  says,  eyes  downcast.  Leo  has 
an  affair  with  the  overseer's  wife,  a 
"beautiful,  sweet,  innocent  bride  from 
New  Orleans."  A more  important  relation- 
ship, the  author  says,  is  that  between  Leo 
and  his  mother.  "She  is  concerned  about  the 
salvation  of  his  soul  unless  he  turns 
around . " 

What  Llewellyn  hopes  shines  through  the 
book  is  its  "spiritual"  aspects.  That's 
why  she  is  addressing  her  cover  letter  to 
Doubleday-Galilee , the  religious  branch  of 
Doubleday.  She  also  notes  in  the  letter 
that  the  book  has  been  "refined  and 
rewritten"  since  the  last  time  it  was  read. 

Although  she  studied  writing  in  her  40s 
at  a small  Los  Angeles  college,  Maren 
Elwood  College,  (no  longer  in  existence) 
during  World  War  II,  Llewellyn  hasn't  asked 
for  advice  since  then.  God  guides  her. 

"It  all  comes  from  in  here,"  she  says, 
lightly  thumping  her  chest  with  her  fist. 
Picking  up  a big  black  Bible,  kept  handy 
by  her  typewriter,  she  says,  "This  is  the 
epitome.. I couldn't  do  anything  without  this 

More  Bibles  and  old  books,  including 
"Gone  With  the  Wind,"  fill  mismatched  book- 
cases in  her  study.  Religious  pictures  and 
wall-hangings  are  sprinkled  about  the  cheery 
house,  as  are  the  seedling  vegetables  and 
plants  Llewellyn  loves  to  mother. 
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numismatic  last  words 

by  Alan  Weinberg,  NLG 

What  harm  can  a little  whizzing 

do? 


They’ll  be  more  valuable  after 
you  clean  them. 

They’re  so  beautiful  you  don't 
need  a magnifier. 

My  check  is  as  good  as  gold. 

I don't  need  an  ID.  Everybody 
knows  me . 

A little  water  won’t  hurt  your 
bank  notes. 

That  little  scratch  won't  lessen 
the  value. 

Couldn’t  get  the  coins  in  the 
holder,  so  I hammered  them  in  .... 

Look  at  the  beautiful  toning!  I 
did  this  myself. 

The  fire  didn't  harm  them.  It 
made  the  coins  look  nicer. 

So!  What  harm  can  a little  oil 
from  the  plastic  do  to  bank  notes? 

Look!  Genuine  $20  gold  coins  for 
only  $22.50. 

You  said  you  wanted  to  save  the 
proof  coins  so  I threw  them  in  the 
piggy  bank. 

Sure  these  coins  are  genuine. 
That's  all  I sell. 

************************* 

Smile!  It  makes  people  wonder  what 
you're  up  to. 


N.L.G.  ELECTED/APPOINTED  OFFICERS 
E x li jt v je _D i rector 

David  Thomason  Alexander 

P.  0.  Box  7214 

Des  Moines*  IA  50309 


ITre  a sure  r 

Chuck  0 'Donne  I I 
P.  0.  Drawer  A 
W i II i ams  1 0 wn  * NJ 
08094 


Editor 

Russ  Ru I au 
Rte  2,  Box  11 
I 0 I a * WI  54945 


DIRECTORS 


Kenneth  Bressett 
Box  2366 

Colorado  Sp  rings  * 
CO  80901 
Lee  Martin 
P . 0 . Box  667 


William  Fivaz 
Box  888660 
Dunwoody*  GA 
30338 

Donn  Pe  a r I man 
Box  750 


Beaumont*  CA  92223  Skokie*  IL  60076 
Anthony  Swiatek 
Box  343 

Kew  Gardens*  NY  11415 


BUY  * SELL 

* United  States  Tokens*  Medals 

* British  Commonwealth  Coins 

* South  African  Coins*  Patterns 

WRIIE_OR_CALL_FOR_BESI_PRICES 

Software  custom  made  for  coin 
dealers  and  collectors.  Also 
agents  for  British  Royal  Mint 
products.  See  us  first! 

214-492-4849  Days 


P.O.  Box  12688 
Dallas,  TX  75225 
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ITEM: 

Numismatic  News 
helps  reverse  the 
Treasury’s  decision  to 
omit  silver  from  the  Ike 
dollar  (we  now  enjoy 
40%  silver  Ikes!) 


ITEM: 

Numismatic  News 
successfully  lobbies 
against  middle-man 
profits  in  the  Olympic 
coin  programs. 


ITEM: 

Numismatic  News 
convinces  the  GSA  to 
properly  grade  Carson 
City  dollars  sold  from 
the  government’s 
hoard  (scratched, 
nicked  and  tarnished 
specimens  were  to  be 
sold  as  uncirculated!) 

>Je  ❖ 

Been  on  the  block  for  32  years.  Saw  some  questionable  hobby  programs  come  down  from  Washington  in  that  time.  Got 
involved  with  all  of  them.  Knew  from  experience  what  to  do  — how  to  go  about  changing  minds  and  policies. 

Victories  for  the  hobby  were  sweet.  There  are  more  to  come.  Stick  with  us.  Support  us.  Now  more  than  ever,  we're 
ready  to  serve  your  interests. 


/ LJ  2 


krause 

publications 


atic  || 


Home  Of  Superior  Hobby  Periodicals  And  Books 


Iota,  WI  54990 








Since  1964,  COINage  has  been  the 
largest  circulation  magazine 
in  the  numismatic  world. 


A significant  portion  of  our 
popularity  can  be  traced  to  the 
skills  of  our  NLG  contributors. 


Our  sincere  thanks  with  a 
continuing  invitation  to  submit 
articles  and  photos. 


agazines,  Inc 
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Joel  Rettew 

RARE  COIN  GALLERIES 

344  N.  Beverly  Drive 
Beverly  Hills,  CA  90210 

(213)  274-6910 
Quote  line  (213)  276-6876 


standard  books 
on  coins  and  currency 


GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD.  By  Fried 
berg.  From  600  A.O.  to  the  present, 
with  merket  velues.  428  pages,  lllus 
trated,  8Vi  x 11". 


GOLD  COINS  % 

dI  the 

WORLD 


>« it.  .'.«>■  ' ^ f ) 


PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

By  Frledberg.  Illustrates  all  types 
and  sizes  from  1861  to  the  present, 
with  valuations.  252  pages  , 

8 1/2x11". 


Published  by 

THE  COIN  & CURRENCY  INSTITUTE,  INC. 

102  UNWOOD  PLAZA,  FT.  LEE,  N.J.  07024 


EXCELLENCE 

txc  elenda 

vorzuglichkelt 

excellence 


NO  MATTER  HOW  ITS  PRONOUNCED, 
collectors  the  world  over  understand  the  word 
and  recognize  the  symbol  for  quality  in  coin  ac- 
cessories. For  over  35  years,  Whitman  has  been 
supplying  hobbyists  with  the  most  reliable  and 
authoritative  reference  books  available.  In  addi- 
tion to  furnishing  collectors  with  pricing  informa- 
tion, Whitman  has  made  collecting  interesting 
and  enjoyable.  Our  coin  storage  and  display  pro- 
ducts protect  and  enhance  even  the  most  dis- 
criminating collections.  WHITMAN  — the 
hobby  standard. 

Waata m PubtlaMng  Company,  Inc. 
ftadnc.  Wlaeonata  53404 


RRRRRR-RRR  » 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

I*  ★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★* 


U.S.A. 

COINS  + CURRENCY  + MEDALS 

‘Round  The  World.. 


GOLD  + CROWNS  + PROOF  SETS 


SASE  For  Our  Bargain  Lists 

Please  Name  Your  Specialty 

MEMBER:  Life  H lldANA,  ANS,  PNG,  SCPN,  SPMC,  IAPN,  Others. 

i-rvc. 

"Pronto  Service" 

4514  No.  30th  Street  Omaha,  Nebraska  68111 


RRR 
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Management 

200  I.U.  Willets  Road.  Albertson;  N.Y.  11507  . Call  Toll  Free  800-645-6075  • N.Y.  Call  Collect  516-295-0040 


This  Space 


Needs 


Good  Advertising 

To 


Fill  It! 


This  Space 


Needs 


Good  Advertising 

To 


Fill  It! 


